THE SACK OF KUWA

watch his banner, with orders that if it were seen to fall,
his Ranis should burn themselves to death at once.
During the fighting the standard-bearer became exhausted
and put the banner down, on seeing which the guards
proceeded to carry out the instructions given to them.
The Ranis, however, threw themselves down a well on
hearing the news, and were drowned.

Meanwhile Waghoji Jhala after desperate fighting
managed to return to Kuwa, where he heard of the
Ranis' fate, and he immediately made up his mind to
go forth once more into the fray and to die a soldier's
death. He obtained his desire, for after killing many
of his enemies he was himself slain, and with him most
of his principal officers. Kuwa was sacked, and ceased
from that date to be the Jhala capital. Its fate created
a great impression, and reference to it is still to this day
among the Jhalas indicative of a great misfortune. A
Mahomedan Thana was established at Kuwa, and a
mosque was built there. The Jhalas had now to seek
another capital, and Rajodharji Jhala, the eighth son
of Waghoji (whose seven eldest sons had been killed
fighting against the Musalmans) chose the site on which
Hal wad now stands. The story of his selection is that
one day soon after the fall of Kuwa, while out hunting,
a hare came out of the jungle and faced him instead of
running away. Rajodharji attributed the hare's unusual
courage to the good quality of the soil, and in A.D. 1488
he founded Halwad near the spot.

The next twenty years proved peaceful for Saurashtra,
their quiet only being disturbed by dynastic troubles of
the Jhalas. Rajodharji Jhala died in A.D. 1500, leaving
three sons and one daughter. The two eldest sons, Ajoji
and Sajoji, and the daughter, Raba, had for their mother
a lady from Idar, in Gujarat. The mother of Ranoji,
the third son, was the daughter of Lakhadhirji, the
Parmar Chief of Muli. When Rajodharji lay at the
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